TOWN  AND  PORT  OF  DOVER 


Amual  Report 

of  the 

MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 

for  the  Year  1971 


J.  A.  BYRNE, 

M.B.,  B.CH.,  B.A.O.,  D.P.H.,  D.T.M.  & H. 

M.F.C.M. 


INDEX 


OFFICERS  AND  STAFF  

COMMITTEE  

REPORT,  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 
VITAL  STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  ... 
GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICE 
SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCE  OF  THE  AREA 
HOUSING  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASE  

METEOROLOGICAL  CONDITIONS  

REPORT,  PORT  MEDICAL  OFFICER  


UOffi:  'The  Report  of  the  Pert  Medical  Officer  for  1571  was  pwbllshed 
separately  in  March,  1272.  " 


r 

I 


i 


I 


HEALTH  COMMITTEE 


To  1st  June,  1971 


HIS  WORSHIP  THE  MAYOR 
(ALDERMAN  W.T.  MUGE) 


Chairman: 

COUNCILLOR  H.  J.  DENNARD 


Members : 

ALDERMAN  M.  GRINS  TED 
COUNCILLOR  C.  O.  BANGER 
COUNCILLOR  D.  F.  CLAYTON 

| COUNCILLOR  R.  L.  ECKHOFF  | 

COUNCILLOR  E.  J.  HADLEY 
COUNCILLOR  R.  G.  LOCK 
COUNCILLOR  R.  C.  LONGMAN 
COUNCILLOR  W.  RIDGWAY 
COUNCILLOR  R.T.C.R.  WAKEFIELD 


From  1st  June,  1971 


HIS  WORSHIP  THE  MAYOR 
(COUNCILLOR  R.G.  LOCK) 


Chairman: 

HIS  WORSHIP  THE  MAYOR 


Members: 

ALDERMAN  M.  GRINS  TED 
ALDERMAN  W.  T.  MUGE 
COUNCILLOR  Do  F»  CLAYTON 
COUNCILLOR  R.  L.  ECKHOFF 
COUNCILLOR  E.  J.  HADLEY 
COUNCILLOR  M.  HART 
COUNCILLOR  R.  C.  LONGMAN 
COUNCILLOR  P.  T.  MEE 
COUNCILLOR  H.  E.  MORI SON 
COUNCILLOR  W.  RIDGWAY 
COUNCILLOR  J.  J.  WATSON 


OFFICERS  AND  STAFF 


Clerk  of  the  Authority 
IAN  G.  GILL 


Medical: 

J.A.  BYRNE,  MoB.,  B.Ch.,  B.A.O.,  D.P.H.,  D.T.M.  &H.,  M.F.CeM. 
Medical  Officer  of  Health,  Borough  and  Port: 

Medical  Inspector  of  Aliens. 

J.L1.T.  GRAHAM,  L.R.C.P.  & S.I.,  Deputy  Medical  Officer  of 

Health,  Borough  and  Port:  Medical  Inspector  of  Aliens. 

Ports  and  Aliens  Nurses: 

Mrs.  A.  L.  BROTHWELL,  S.R.N. 

Mrs.  J.  BURGESS,  S.E.N. 

Mrs.  F.  M.  LAMOON,  S.E.N. 

Mrs.  B.  SLATER,  S.R.N. 

Chief  Public  Health  Inspector  - Borough  and  Port: 

B.  C.  MIDDLEBROOK,  Cert.  S.I.J.B., 

Cert.  Meat  and  Food  Inspection 

Public  Health  Inspectors  - Borough  and  Port: 

P.  A.  SLATER,  Cert.  S.I.J.B., 

Cert.  Meat  and  Food  Inspection 

V.  E.  CARR,  Cert.  S.I.J.B. 

S.  W.  M.  PAD FI  ELD,  Dip.  P.H.I.E.B. 

G.  M.  HOWITT,  Dip.  P.H.I.E.B. 

P.  A.  BARTON,  Dip.  P.H.I.E.B. 

A.  J.  LONGLEY,  Dip.  P.H.I.E.B. 

R.  J.  CORK,  Dip.  P.H.I.E.B. 

Public  Analyst: 

J.  H.  E.  MARSHALL,  M.A. , F.R.I.C. 

(Part  Time) 

Clerical  Staff: 

E.  J.  ROGERS 
Mrs.  L.  M.  LAMB 

C.  PRICE 

Rodent  Operator: 

G.  N.  SMITH  (retired  6th  May,  1971) 

W.  MORLEY  (appointed  7th  May,  1971) 

Driver/Disinfector : 

D.  J.  RICHARDS 


Health  Department, 
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Dover . 


To:  The  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Burgesses  of  the  Borough  of  Dover. 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Regulations  require  me  in  my  capacity  as  your  Medical  Officer  of  Health  to 
submit  ” as  soon  as  practicable  after  31st  December  each  year”  my  Annual  Report  on 
the  sanitary  circumstances,  sanitary  administration  and  vital  statistics  of  the 
area;  I apologise  for  the  delayed  presentation  of  this  Report  for  the  year  ended 
31st  December,  1971,  and  assure  you  that  this  delay  has  been  occasioned  by  growing 
pressures  of  work  on  a small  stafff  at  times  depleted  by  holidays  or  sickness,  and 
now  further  committed  by  the  tasks  of  re-organisation. 

Reference  to  the  vital  statistics  quoted  in  this  Report  will  show  that  there 
has  been  little  change  in  trend  in  any  of  the  rates  and  this  same  remark  applies 
to  the  actual  causes  of  death;  the  age  distribution  groupings  of  deaths  showed  a 
favourable  improvement. 

The  low  incidence  of  notifiable  disease  certainly  calls  for  no  special  comments 
there  was  no  improvement  in  the  numbers  of  children  receiving  measles  vaccination. 

The  number  of  people  taking  advantage  of  the  bi-monthly  visits  of  the  Mass 
Miniature  Radiography  Unit  was  disappointing  and  did  not  maintain  the  good  response 
shown  in  the  first  three  months  of  the  scheme’s  inception.  Of  course,  the  timing  of 
the  visit,  between  10.30  and  11.15  a.m.,  is  very  inconvenient  and  in  view  of  the 
limited  scope  afforded  to  the  public  it  would  obviously  be  to  advantage  to  revert 
to  the  surveys  made  previously  to  1970  if  the  offer  of  X-ray  facilities  to  the 
general  public  is  to  be  continued. 

Statutory  action  under  the  National  Assistance  Act,  1948,  and  the  amending  Act 
of  1951  for  the  immediate  compulsory  removal  to  hospital  of  an  old  lady  was  necessary: 
a sudden  deterioration  in  her  condition  allied  to  the  filth  and  squalor  in  which  she 
was  living  and  to  an  accompanying  fire  risk  made  emergency  action  essential. 

Although  this  Authority  is  not  the  Local  Health  Authority  and  consequently  the 
Department  does  not  administer  any  of  the  personal  health  and  social  services,  quite 
a number  of  old  people  alleged  to  be  in  need  of  care  and  attention,  or  living  under 
unsatisfactory  conditions  with  no  assistance  or  supervision,  are  referred  to  me  by 
relatives  and  neighbours.  Although  these  people  are  primarily  the  concern  of  the 
County  Social  Services  Department,  all  are  visited  by  my  Deputy  or  myself  together 
with  the  Public  Health  Inspector  to  assess  any  public  health  danger  and  the  need  for 
consultation  with  the  Welfare  authorities.  Very  often  too  disinfestation  measures 
and  cleansing  are  called  for;  while  the  Department  can  adequately  cope  with  the  dis- 
infestation in  spite  of  problems  that  can  and  do  arise,  cleansing  of  the  premises  and 
persons  very  often  presents  great  difficulties  as  no  Department  appears  to  have  the 
necessary  organisation  to  deal  with  this  emergency.  Unless  therefore  relatives  or 
willing  neighbours  are  prepared  to  step  in,  the  person  in  need,  although  under  expert 
surveillance,  continues  to  live  in  the  unsatisfactory  conditions,  usually  until 
voluntary  or  compulsory  admission  to  hospital  is  required. 


While  re-organisation  is  of  course  of  primary  importance  and  all  must  work  to 
ensure  that  the  1st  April,  1974,  will  see  the  new  Authority  assuming  smoothly  and 
efficiently  its  control  of  the  enlarged  district  let  it  not  be  forgotten  that  it  is 
of  equal  importance  that  until  that  date  our  day-to-day  functions  must  continue  to 
be  carried  out,  particularly  in  the  field  of  environmental  health  control,  as  effect- 
ively and  effficiently  as  has  been  done  in  the  past  and  this  I am  sure  is  the  aim  of 
the  staff,  to  whom  I take  this  opportunity  of  publicly  expressing  my  gratitude  for 
their  continued  loyalty  and  endeavour. 

Mr.  Mayor,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen,  may  I thank  you  too  and  my  fellow  Chief  Officers 
and  Department  heads  for  the  support  and  co-operation  I continue  to  receive  from  you 
all. 


I have  the  honour  to  be, 

Mr.  Mayor,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 
Your  obedient  Servant, 


J.  A.  BYRNE 


SECTION  A - VITAL  STATISTICS  AND 
SOCIAL  CONDITIONS 


AREA  . . . • • . •••  •••  •••  •••  •••  ••• 

ESTIMATED  PRODUCT  OF  PENNY  RATE  (Decimal  Currency) 

(Probable  1971/72) 

POPULATION  - 1971  (Estimated  mid-year)  

CENSUS  - 1961  

1971  - PRELIMINARY  REPORT  


3,979.5  acres 

£13,075 

34,210 

35,554 

34,322 


STATISTICAL  INFORMATION  RELATING  TO 
BIRTHS  AND  DEATHS 


Area  Comparability  Factors: 

Births  ...  1.10 
Deaths  ...  0.95 


(a)  LIVE  BIRTHS: 

Registered  Live  Births  - 1971: 

Legitimate  

Illegitimate  ... 

Live  births  showed  a decrease  of 
Live  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  Population: 

Crude  ...  ...  ... 

Adjusted  

(b)  STILLBIRTHS: 


Rate  per  1,000  total  live  and  stillbi 

No.  of  Stillbirths 


Male 

Female 

Total 

224 

166 

390 

22 

28 

50 

246 

194 

440 

— 

— 

— 

32  on 

the  figure 

for  the  previous  year. 

(Rates 

for  1969 

and  1970  are  also  shown) 

1969 

1970 

1971 

12.6 

13.3 

12.9 

13.9 

14.6 

14.2 

Male 

Female 

Total 

3 

5 

8 

•ths : 

1969 

1970 

1971 

4 

13 

18 

2 

6 

8 

(c)  DEATHS: 

656  deaths  were  notified  by  the  Local  Registrar  as  having  occurred  within  the 
area  of  the  Borough  and  having  been  registered  during  the  year:  298  of  these  were 
transferable  to  other  local  authorities. 

Inward  transfers  allocated  by  the  Registrar  General  numbered  86,  resulting  in 
a net  allocation  to  the  Borough  of  444  deaths  (230  males,  214  females). 

There  was  an  increase  of  9 deaths  on  the  number  allocated  in  1970. 


The  figure  for  female  deaths  is  two  less  than  that  quoted  in  the  Registrar 
General*s  Annual  Statistical  Return.  While  the  general  classification  is  based 
on  locally  compiled  information  this  classif ication  may  vary  slightly  from  that 
of  the  Registrar  General  which  may  be  modified  as  a result  of  further  information 
requested  from  the  certifiers  but  only  differences  likely  to  affect  local 
statistics  significantly  would  be  referred  for  clarification. 

Registered  Deaths: 


Males  ...  ...  230 

Females  214 

444 


Death  Rate  per  1,000  estimated  population: 


1969 

1970 

1971 

Crude  . . . 

• • • 

12.5 

12.3 

13.0 

Adjusted 

• • • 

12.1 

11.7 

12.3 

(d)  INFANT  DEATHS: 

Deaths  of  children  under  1 year  of  age  numbered  eight  in  1971  the  same  figure 
as  in  the  previous  year. 

The  infant  death  rate  (i.e.  all  infants  per  1,000  live  births)  for  these  years 
is  as  follows :- 


1969  1970  1971 

20  17  18 


TABLE  1 


BIRTH  RATES,  DEATH  RATES  AND  ANALYSIS  OF  TUBERCULOSIS,  CANCER  AND  MATERNAL 
MORTALITY  COMPARED  WITH  FIGURES  (PROVISIONALLY  BASED  ON  QUARTERLY  RETURNS) 

FOR  ENGLAND  AND  WALES 


DOVER 

ENGLAND  & 

WALES 

Rates  per  1,000  Population 

BIRTHS: 

Live  Births  (adjusted)  

14.2 

16.0 

DEATHS: 

All  Causes  (adjusted)  

12.3 

11.6 

Tuberculosis  (i)  Respiratory  ... 

- 

0.019 

(ii)  Other  sites  ... 

0.029 

0.010 

(including  late  effects  of  respi- 
ratory tuberculosis) 

Cancer  (i)  Lungs  and  Bronchus  .. 

0.70 

0.63 

(ii)  Other  sites  

1.99 

1.765 

Rates  per  1,000  Live  Births 

All  causes  under  1 year  of  age 

18 

18 

Rates  per  1,000  Total  Related 

(Live  and  Still)  Births 

Still  Births  

18 

12 

MATERNAL  MORTALITY 

- 

0.17 

N.B.  A 


signifies  no  cases 


I 


TABLE  2 

Causes  of  Death  in  1971 


Late  Effects  of  Respiratory  Tuberculosis 
Malignant  Neoplasm,  Buccal  Cavity  etc, 


Malignant  Neoplasm, 
Malignant  Neoplasm, 


Oesophagus 
Stomach 
Intestine  , 


Malignant  Neoplasm, 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Larynx  ... 
Malignant  Neoplasm,  Lung,  Bronchus 
Malignant  Neoplasm,  Breast  ... 
Malignant  Neoplasm,  Uterus  ... 
Malignant  Neoplasm,  Prostate  ... 

Leukaemia  

Other  Malignant  Neoplasms  ... 
Benign  and  unspecified  neoplasms 

Diabetes  Mellitus  

Multiple  Sclerosis  

Other  Diseases  of  Nervous  System 
Chronic  Rheumatic  Heart  Disease 

Hypertensive  Disease  

Ischaemic  Heart  Disease 
Other  Forms  of  Heart  Disease  . . . 

Cerebrovascular  Disease  

Other  Diseases  of  Circulatory  System 

Pneumonia  

Bronchitis  and  Emphysema 

Asthma  

Other  Diseases  of  Respiratory  System 

Peptic  Ulcer  

Intestinal  Obstruction  and  Hernia 

Cirrhosis  of  Liver  

Other  Diseases  of  Digestive  System 

Nephritis  and  Nephrosis  

Hyperplasia  of  Prostate  

Other  Diseases,  Genito-Urinary  System 
Disease  of  Musculo-skeletal  system 

Congenital  Anomalies  

Symptoms  and  Ill-defined  Conditions 

Motor  Vehicle  Accidents  

All  Other  Accidents  

Suicide  and  Self  Inflicted  Injuries 
All  other  External  causes  ... 


Male  i 

1 

1 

3 

5 

1 

21 


4 

8 

1 

1 

2 

2 

7 

68 

9 

25 

8 

16 

14 

3 

3 

1 

5 

1 

3 

3 
2 

4 
4 
2 
2 


Female: 

: I 

i 


3 

14 

7 

1 

10 

2 

1 

3 

4 
33 

18 

47 

15 

16 

8 
1 


1 

1 

3 

2 


l 

[ 

I 

l 

l 


1 


3 

5 

1 


230 


214 


r 


TABLE  3 


Age  Groupings  of  Deaths 

Males  Females 


Under  4 weeks  

• • 

• • 

4 

- 

4 weeks  and  under  1 year 

• • 

• • 

1 

3 

1-4  years  

• • 

• • 

- 

- 

5-14  years  

• • 

• • 

- 

- 

15  - 24  years  ...  ... 

• • 

3 

1 

25  - 34  years  ...  ... 

• • 

• • 

2 

1 

35  - 44  years  

• • 

• • 

6 

3 

45  - 54  years  

• • 

• • 

13 

9 

55  - 64  years  ...  ... 

• • 

• • 

35 

25 

65  - 74  years  

• • 

• • 

78 

53 

75  years  and  over 

• • 

• • 

88 

119 

Total  230  214 


TABLE  4 

Age  Grouping  of  Principal  Causes  of  Death 


CAUSE  OF  DEATH 

Under  1 

year 

35-44 

45 

-54 

55 

-64 

65 

-74 

75 

& over 

Mo  F. 

M.  F. 

M. 

F. 

Mo 

Fo 

M. 

F. 

M. 

Fo 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Stomach 

- 

- - 

1 

- 

1 

- 

- 

2 

1 

5 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Lung, 
Bronchus 

3 

7 

r 

5 

3 

6 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Breast 

- 

- 1 

- 

2 

- 

4 

- 

5 

- 

2 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Uterus 

- 

- - 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

5 

- 

1 

Leukaemia 

1 

Other  Malignant  Neoplasms 

1 

- 1 

2 

3 

2 

4 

8 

1 

6 

8 

Hypertensive  Disease 

- 

- - 

- 

- 

- 

- 

4 

- 

3 

4 

Ischaemic  Heart  Disease 

- 

3 - 

6 

1 

10 

6 

29 

12 

20 

14 

Other  forms  of  Heart  Disease 

- 

- - 

- 

- 

1 

4 

3 

2 

7 

15 

Cerebrovascular  Disease 

- 

- 1 

- 

1 

3 

5 

6 

11 

16 

29 

TOTAL 
M.  . F. 


3 7 

21  3 

- 14 

- 7 

- 1 
19  17 

7 4- 

68  33 
11  21 
25  47 


TABLE  5 


Percentage  Age  Distribution  of  Deaths  - Male  and  Female 

1950,  1955,  1960,  1965-71 


Age 

Groups 

Under 

65  years 

65  - 74 

Years 

75 

and 

years 

over 

Year 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

1950 

39.63 

23.54 

30,00 

30.00 

30.  37 

46.46  i 

1955 

32.45 

25. 25 

34.05 

23.20 

33.50 

51.55 

1960 

35.84 

18.22 

30.09 

22.43 

34.07 

59.35 

1965 

31.28 

16.  36 

32.16 

27.88 

36.  56 

55.76 

1966 

37.33 

25.40 

30.41 

16.40 

32.  26 

58.  20 

1967 

32.44 

24.48 

32.29 

25.00 

34.67 

50.52 

1968 

31.  64 

16.40 

28.69 

21.  31 

39.67 

62.29 

1969 

32.64 

22.55 

34.  30 

22.55 

33.06 

54.90 

1970 

33.04 

25.00 

34.  36 

26.44 

32.60 

48.56 

1971 

27.83 

19.63 

33.91 

24.77 

38.26 

55.60 

TABLE  6 


Deaths 

from 

Cancer 

1950, 

1955 

, 1960 

, 1965 

-71 

Lungs 

and 

Other 

Sites 

All 

Sites 

Bronchus 

Year 

Population 

M. 

F. 

Total 

Ra  te 

M. 

F. 

Total 

Rate 

Total 

Rate 

1950 

34,240 

7 

2 

9 

0.  26 

34 

31 

65 

1.90 

74 

2. 16 

1955 

34,490 

12 

1 

13 

0.38 

24 

34 

58 

1.68 

71 

2.06 

1960 

34,920 

19 

5 

24 

0.  69 

22 

37 

59 

1.69 

83 

2.38 

1965 

36,070 

22 

3 

25 

0.69 

30 

22 

52 

1.44 

77 

2. 13 

1966 

36,110 

16 

4 

20 

0.55 

27 

30 

57 

1.58 

77 

2. 13 

1967 

36,060 

26 

2 

28 

0.776 

28 

42 

70 

1.941 

98 

2.717 

1968 

35,970 

20 

2 

22 

0.  611 

31 

37 

68 

1.889 

90 

2.  50 

1969 

35,640 

21 

3 

24 

0.67 

31 

36 

67 

1.88 

91 

2.55 

1970 

35,390 

15 

4 

19 

0.  537 

34 

44 

78 

2.  204 

97 

2.741 

1971 

34,210 

21 

3 

24 

0.70 

22 

46 

68 

1.99 

92 

2.69 

SECTION  B 


GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES 


While  there  was  no  major  change  in  the  services  provided  by  the  Kent  County 
Council  as  the  Local  Health  Authority,  there  was  local  disquiet  on  the  decision  of 
the  Hospital  Authorities  to  close  the  Accident  Department  at  Buckland  Hospital  bet- 
ween the  hours  of  6.00  p.m.  and  9.00  a.m.  Hospitals  in  neighbouring  towns  were 
similarly  affected  and  as  a result  of  representation  by  the  Authorities  directly 
concerned  a conference  between  representatives  of  these  Authorities  and  of  the  South 
Eastern  Metropolitan  Regional  Hospital  Board  was  held  to  discuss  the  Accident  Ser- 
vices in  the  East  Kent  Area  as  a whole  and  the  opportunity  taken  by  delegates  to 
tour  the  new  "Accident  and  Emergency  Centre"  at  the  Kent  and  Canterbury  Hospital  to 
which  all  emergencies  are  directed  during  the  hours  mentioned  above.  Ihe  accident 
centre  at  Canterbury  of  a type  intended  to  cater  for  a population  of  one  million 
but  in  fact  serving  only  half  that  number  is  fitted  with  the  most  up-to-date  equip- 
ment and  has  highly  trained  staff  available  at  all  times;  all  types  of  severe  acci- 
dent, including  orthopaedic  cases,  and  of  acute  medical  emergencies  are  catered  for, 
all  the  modern  facilities  for  intensive  care  and  resuscitation  being  available. 
Clearly,  the  arrangements  were  acceptable,  particularly  from  the  point  of  view  of  the 
person  most  directly  concerned  viz.  the  patient,  and  for  financial  and  staffing 
reasons  the  Canterbury  Centre  will  inevitably  remain  the  main  Casualty  Department  for 
South-East  Kent.  However,  it  would  still  be  preferable  to  refer  minor  injuries  to 
the  local  Hospital  and  every  effort  should  be  made  to  re-instate  this  service  as  and 
when  staff  are  available,  although  it  is  contended  that  in  some  hospitals  it  is  barely 
possible  to  maintain  any  kind  of  casualty  service  with  the  existing  serious  shortage 
of  doctors,  nurses  and  other  trained  personnel.  Discussions  were  also  held  during 
the  year  between  representatives  of  the  local  Authorities  immediately  concerned  and 
of  the  South-East  Kent  Hospital  Management  Committee  on  the  future  of  the  Dover  and 
Deal  Hospitals  from  which  it  transpired  that,  with  a comprehensive  district  hospital 
centred  in  Canterbury,  a district  Hospital  with  up  to  700  beds  would  be  provided  at 
Dover,  which  was  a named  area  for  such  a hospital;  it  was  suggested  that  at  some 
future  date,  perhaps  twenty  years  hence,  a new  hospital  on  the  eastern  side  of  Dover 
to  serve  the  Deal  and  Dover  areas  would  be  provided  but  in  the  meantime  Buckland 
would  continue  to  function.  It  is  my  opinion  that,  with  the  modern  advances  in 
medical  care  and  technique,  in  equipment  and  communications,  the  envisaged  pattern 
of  hospital  services,  including  the  accident  and  emergency  services,  will  be  of  de- 
finite advantage  and  benefit  to  the  public  and  that  in  viewing  the  proposals  for  the 
future  organisation  of  these  services  the  strictly  parochial  attitude  and  outlook 
must  be  abandoned. 

As  to  the  County  Health  services,  statistical  information  for  a particular 
district  authority  is  not  now  readily  available:  this  applies  particularly  to  the 
work  of  the  County  midwives  and  district  nurses  in  which,  as  Dr.  Elliott  informs  me 
the  position  is  that  with  the  increasing  adoption  of  the  system  of  attaching  domici- 
lary staff  to  general  medical  practitioners  the  work  of  the  nursing  services  is 
organised  now  to  a greater  extent  with  a disregard  for  actual  geographical  areas. 

The  same  comments  regarding  geographical  boundaries  naturally  apply  to  the 
Ambulance  services;  during  the  year  1971,  27,616  patients  were  conveyed  by  ambulances 
from  the  Dover  Station  involving  amileage  of  142,892. 


SECTION  C 


SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA 


The  Borough  Treasurer  has  supplied  the  following  information  regarding  the 
number  of  properties  on  the  Valuation  Roll  as  at  31st  December,  1971: 


Local  Authority  

• • • 

76 

Dwelling  Houses  

• • • 

11,680 

Agricultural  

All  other  (including  Business 

• • • 

12 

and  Industrial)  ... 

• • • 

2,565 

14, 333 

1.  WATER  SUPPLY: 


The  whole  of  the  water  supply  to  the  Borough  is  now  the  responsibility  of  the 
Folkestone  and  District  Water  Company  and  from  the  evidence  available  I am  satisfied 
that  it  is  adequate  in  both  matters  of  quality  and  quantity.  I must  express  my 
appreciation  of  the  continued  co-operation  of  the  Engineer  and  Manager,  particularly 
in  supplying  all  the  results  of  the  routine  sampling  of  the  various  sources  of  supply 
to  the  Borough.  The  results  received  cover  also  of  course  the  supplies  to  the  areas 
of  my  other  Authorities,  the  Dover  and  Elham  Rural  District  Councils,  and  in  relation 
to  the  year  under  review  138  reports  were  received:- 


Boreholes  and  Wells:- 

Untreated  

Treated  

Reservoirs  and  Booster  Stations:- 

Treated  

Dwelling  Houses  


23 

6 


52 

57  = 138 


As  to  improvements  and  extension  of  supplies,  it  is  of  course  not  possible  to 
confine  details  to  any  one  local  authority  supplied  but  the  following  extract  from 
a letter  from  the  Company's  Engineer  and  Manager  will  I know  be  of  general  interest:- 


"The  overall  increase  in  the  number  of  connections  in  the  three  districts  during 
1971  amounted  to  12  in  the  old  Dover  Corporation  Water  Undertaking  area,  165  in  the 
Dover  Rural  District,  plus  the  part  of  the  borough  of  Dover  which  was  outside  the 
Water  Undertaking  area,  and  46  in  the  Elham  Valley  area:  of  these  23  were  non-domestic 
connections . 


During  the  year  the  construction  of  a new  reservoir  was  begun  at  Paddlesworth 
and  this  will  be  brought  into  use  during  the  next  few  weeks.  Associated  with  the 
reservoir  are  source  works  in  the  Acrise  to  Denton  Valley,  one  of  which  at  Ladwood  was 
constructed  in  1971.  Part  of  the  24"  diameter  trunk  main  linking  the  proposed  source 
with  the  new  reservoir  was  also  constructed  during  the  year. 

Additional  boreholes  were  constructed  at  Lye  Oak  and  Denton  Pumping  Stations  and 
observation  boreholes  in  the  Coombe  Valley  and  Elms  Vale  areas  were  sunk  in  1970  and 
1971.  It  is  hoped  to  establish  a source  of  water  at  Poulton  Farm  in  the  next  few 
months.  In  this  connection  you  will  appreciate  our  interest  in  seeking  the  abandon- 
ment of  the  refuse  tip  area  to  the  west  of  Poulton  Farm. 

The  local  office,  which  was  established  by  the  Mid  Kent  Company  at  Whitfield, 
was  closed  down  during  the  year  and  a new  district  office  established  for  the  whole 
area  at  Connaught  Road,  Dover." 


2.  PUBLIC  CLEANSING  AND  REFUSE  DISPOSAL: 


While  the  Sleed  Wood  project  for  refuse  disposal  was  being  finalised,  the  Danes 
Refuse  Tip  continued  in  operation  during  the  year  and  periodic  inspections  were 
maintained  by  the  Department's  staff.  Rat  infestation  was  at  a minimum  and  one 
poisoning  operation  only  was  necessary. 

The  Sleed  Wood  project  allows  for  the  pulverisation  of  the  refuse  before  tipping 
with  the  obvious  advantage  of  bulk  reduction;  decomposition  and  settling  are  reputedly 
speeded  by  the  operation.  The  crude  refuse  is  tipped  from  the  collection  vehicle  into 
a 50  cu.  yard  hopper  whence  it  is  conveyed  to  a ballistic  tower;  from  the  tower  the 
refuse  falls  into  a rotating  hammer  mill  where  it  is  pulverised  until  it  is  suffici- 
ently small  to  pass  through  the  grill  at  the  base  of  the  tower.  This  grill  can  be 
adjusted  to  give  a different  size  of  end  product.  The  pulverised  refuse  is  taken  from 
the  grill  by  conveyor  to  bulk  containers  and  then  carted  to  the  tipping  site.  An 
interesting  feature  of  the  plant  is  that  resiliant  refuse  e.g.  mattresses,  carpet 
lengths,  which  is  not  readily  broken  down  is  automatically  deflected  up  the  ballistic 
tower  to  a reject  compartment  from  where  it  is  removed  separately;  rejected  material 
comprises  between  5%  and  10%  of  the  total  refuse  input.  The  plant  handling  approxi- 
mately 8 tons  per  hour  operates  for  the  most  part  automatically  and  limited  surveil- 
lance only  is  required.  Three  men  are  necessary  to  staff  the  plant,  including  one  to 

remove  the  pulverised  material  to  the  tipping  site;  a fourth  man  is  engaged  on  the 

normal  tip  control. 

Theoretically  of  course  the  tip  should  present  no  rat  infestation  problems  as  the 
heat  generated  by  the  decomposition  of  the  putrescible  materials  should  certainly  dis- 
courage any  rat  immigration:  it  is  also  claimed  that  the  pulverised  material  will  have 
mingled  with  it  so  much  broken  glass  that  the  rat  would  not  find  it  a suitable  habitat. 

Observations  will  however  be  kept  on  the  tipping  site  and  particularly  on  the 

surrounds  to  prevent  any  possible  fringe  infestations. 

3.  DRAINAGE  AND  S AVERAGE: 

Developments  of  the  foul  and  surface  water  sewerage  systems  included  the  provision 
by  the  developers  of  6M  diameter  surface  water  sewers  to  serve  the  road  and  footways 
of  the  Lower  Road  Riverdale  Estate  and  Westdean  Close  while  on  the  Poulton  Close 
Industrial  Estate  530  yards  of  9M  and  6"  diameter  foul  sewer  were  constructed  to  serve 
development  on  the  Council’s  industrial  estate. 

71  complaints  of  blocked  drains  and/or  sewers  were  referred  to  the  Department  and 
in  42  instances  the  obstructions  were  cleared:  in  the  remaining  29,  complications 
necessitated  referral  to  the  Works  Department. 


5 additional  properties  in  the  Town  limits  on  the  Folkestone  Road  have  been 
connected  to  the  main  sewerage  system. 


4.  INSPECTION  OF  THE  DISTRICT: 

(a)  Number  and  nature  of  Inspections: 

Excelling  Houses: 

Housing  and  Public  Health  Acts  - 

Repair,  drainage,  etc 

Rehousing  enquiries  ...  ... 

Aged  and  Infirm  People  

Noise  Abatement  

Places  of  Public  Entertainment 
Infectious  Disease:  Enquiry  and  Disinfectio 

Disinfestation  

Clean  Air  Act  

Food  and  Drugs:  Food  Hygiene 
Food  Sampling 
Food  Condemnation 
Offices,  Shops  and  Railway  Premises  Act:  Inspection 

Other  Visits 

Milk  and  Dairies:  Dairies  and  Distributors’  Premises 

Pasteurising  Plant 

Factories  Act  

Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests  Act 

Diseases  of  Animals  

Other  matters  


2,037 

52 

37 

16 

7 

91 

73 

34 

361 

78 

196 

42 

81 

15 

14 

277 

36 

310 


3,757 
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5.  ATMOSPHERIC  POLLUTION: 


(a)  Recording:  Deposit  Gauges: 

With  the  closure  of  the  Gas  Production  Works,  the  measuring  instrument  sited 
at  St.  Radigunds  Road  expressly  for  the  purpose  of  monitoring  the  Works  was  taken 
out  of  operation  on  30th  June,  1971.  Measurements  continued  at  the  Meteorological 
Station  and  indicated  that  the  relatively  cleaner  conditions  usually  recorded  by 
this  instrument  w^re  not  maintained  in  1971:  although  the  total  solids  measured 
were  not  excessive  when  compared  with  those  of  previous  years,  the  proportion  of 
soluble  to  insoluble  solids  was  not  so  favourable. 


Site  Me 

teorological  Station 

St.  Radigunds  Road 

Month: 

R. 

I.D. 

S.D. 

T.S.D. 

R. 

I.D. 

S.D. 

T.S.D. 

January 

3.19 

18.52 

16.30 

34.82 

2.68 

12.52 

23.86 

36.38 

February 

0.71 

7.61 

12.35 

19.96 

0.91 

13.78 

9.04 

22.82 

March 

2.13 

10.11 

15.60 

25.71 

2.48 

15.11 

13.47 

28.58 

April 

1.34 

8.38 

5.57 

13.95 

1.73 

13.86 

13.02 

26.88 

May 

1.42 

7.81 

4.83 

12.64 

1.62 

7.04 

3.44 

10.48 

June 

4.38 

8.41 

13.66 

22.07 

4.65 

12.88 

10.17 

23.05 

July 

1.18 

14.91 

13.40 

28.31 

Readings 

Terminated 

August 

1.33 

22.33 

15.60 

37.93 

September 

1.14 

12.42 

8.10 

20.52 

October 

1.18 

17.66 

17.76 

35,42 

November 

3.23 

10.57 

17.76 

28.33 

December 

0.39 

6.41 

10.58 

16.99 

Total  1971 

21.62 

145.14 

151.51 

296.65 

14.07 

75.19 

73.00 

148.19 

Monthly 

Average 

1971 

1.80 

12.09 

12.63 

24.72 

2.345 

12.53 

12.17 

24.70 

Total  1970 

26.10 

98.84 

158.19 

257.03 

31.85 

141.58 

151.44 

293.02 

Monthly 

Average 

1970 

2.175 

8.24 

13.18 

21.42 

2.65 

11.80 

12.62 

24.42 

Summary  of  Readings  1957-71: 


Year 

Meteorological  Statior 

L 

St.  Radigunds  Road 

I.D. 

S.D. 

T.S.D. 

P.S.D. 

I.D. 

SoD. 

T.S.D. 

P.S.D. 

1957 

145.83 

195.79 

341.62 

134 

No  Instrument 

1958 

125.21 

147.27 

272.48 

118 

ft 

ft 

1959 

153.67 

205.24 

358.91 

133 

ft 

ft 

1960 

123.07 

181.72 

304.79 

148 

ft 

tv 

1961 

122.02 

184.78 

306.80 

151 

*42. 35 

41.78 

84.13 

99 

1962 

171.87 

177.37 

349.24 

103 

164.29 

113.88 

278.17 

69 

1963 

167.10 

185.53 

352.63 

111 

159.51 

120.59 

280.10 

60 

1964 

141.65 

183.71 

325.36 

130 

155.65 

147.71 

303.36 

95 

1965 

128.72 

176.35 

305 . 07 

137 

188.83 

114.29 

303.12 

60 

1966 

120.44 

181.52 

301.86 

150 

191.46 

143.49 

334.95 

70 

1967 

149.32 

203.28 

352.60 

136 

209.10 

146.18 

355.28 

70 

1968 

125.80 

177.04 

302.84 

141 

203.89 

124.78 

328.67 

61 

1969 

98.59 

168.34 

266.93 

171 

168.94 

121.77 

290.71 

72 

1970 

98.84 

158.19 

257.03 

160.05 

141.58 

151.44 

293.02 

106.92 

1971 

145.14 

151.51 

296.65 

104 

75.19 

73.00 

148.19 

97 

*Three  months  only 


Key  to  abbreviations  used  in  above  table 


R.  = Rainfall  - inches  per  month 


I.D. 

S. D. 

T. S.D. 
P.S.D. 


Insoluble  Deposits  ) 

Soluble  Deposits  ) Tons  per  square  mile 

Total  Solids  ) 

This  figure  is  the  proportion  of  soluble  to  insoluble 
deposits,  taking  the  latter  as  100.  Normally,  in  the 
relatively  clean  areas  the  proportion  is  higher  than 
in  the  less  clean  industrial  areas. 


(b)  General  Observations; 

The  remarks  above  regarding  the  Meteorological  Station  Deposit  Gauge  were  re- 
flected in  the  complaints  received  during  the  year  of  nuisance  from  dust  and  fumes 
emanating  from  the  Tarmacadam  Works.  Works  ordered  by  the  firm's  management  to 
remedy  the  cause  of  complaint  were  not  entirely  satisfactory  and  a further  sub- 
sequent incident  involving  serious  nuisance  from  fumes  and  smoke  was  reported;  the 
complaint  was  immediately  investigated  and  subsequently  referred  to  the  District 
Inspector  of  the  Alkali  etc.  Works  Regulation  Act  who  had  assumed  responsibility 
for  the  works  by  a 1971  Order.  Further  remedial  works  were  undertaken  and  certainly 
no  nuisance  of  the  proportions  previously  experienced  have  been  reported. 


At  the  Dover  Engineering  Works  work  was  completed  during  the  year  on  the  instal 
lation  of  the  '’After  Burner"  system  in  the  cupolas  referred  to  in  my  report  of  last 
year.  Under  normal  working  conditions  the  installation  has  considerably  improved  on 
though  not  entirely  eliminated,  the  emission  of  excessive  smoke  and  fumes  from  the 
cupolas . 


6.  OFFICES,  SHOPS  AND  RAILWAY  PREMISES  ACT,  1963; 

(A)  Statistical  Statement  for  Year  ended  31st  December,  1971; 


(l)  Registrations: 


Class  of  Premises 

Registered 

at 

1.  1.  71 

Premises 

Registered 

Registra- 

tions 

Cancelled 

Registered 

at 

31.12.71 

Of  f 1 C GS  •••  •••  ••• 

119 

11 

8 

122 

Retail  Shops  

257 

5 

9 

253 

Wholesale  Departments; 
Warehouses  

10 

2 

_ 

12 

Catering  Establishments 
open  to  Public 

35 

2 

2 

35 

Canteens  • • • • • • 

2 

- 

- 

2 

Fuel  Storage  Premises 

- 

- 

- 

- 

To  tal  • • • •••  ••• 

423 

20 

19 

424 

(2)  Inspection: 


"General”  Inspections  completed  during  the  period: 


Offices  ...  ....  ...  ...  ...  9 

Retail  Shops ...  16 

Wholesale  Departments,  Warehouses  etc.  1 

Catering  Establishments  2 


Other  visits  of  inspection 
Other  visits  


28 

14 

81 


123 


(3)  Employees  covered  by  Registrations  (at  31st  December,  1971): 


Offices  1509 

Retail  Shops  1281 

Wholesale  Departments,  Warehouses  etc.  157 

Catering  Establishments  363 

Canteens  27 


(Males)  1482 


(Females)  1855 


(B ) Notification  of  Accidents: 

No  accident  notifications  were  received  during  the  year. 

(C)  Enforcement: 


Three  informal  written  intimations  of  deficiencies  were  served  and  eight  such 
complied  with:  formal  procedure  under  the  Act  was  not  necessary. 


Contraventions  found  and  remedied 


Deficiency 


Intimation  Remedied 


Cleanliness: 

Redecoration  required  - 1 

Heating : 

Thermometer  required  3 2 

Sanitary  Accommodation: 

Inadequate  •••  • • « •••  •••  . . . . * . « « « ■*  1 

Want  of  repair  - 3 

Want  of  ventilation  - 1 

Want  of  cleanliness  - 2 

Inadequate  lighting  - 1 


Washing  Facilities: 

Hot  water  supply  required 
Facilities  absent 

Floors,  Passages,  Stairs: 

Ho  handrail  •••  •••  . • « •••  •••  . • . « • • — 2 

Floor  surface  defective  - 1 

First  Aid  Box: 

Provision  required  3 1 

Abstract  not  provided  3 2 


1 

1 


(D)  Exemption : 


Due  to  further  delay  in  the  transfer  of  the  Telecommunications  Section  of  the 
new  Telephone  Exchange  the  exemption  of  the  Swith  Room  at  the  Head  Post  Office 
Telephone  Exchange  from  the  requirements  of  Section  5(2)  of  the  Act  relating  to 
minimum  space  standard  was  renewed  for  a further  period  of  twelve  months. 


NOISE  ABATEMENT: 


Six  complaints  of  nuisance  from  noise  were  investigated  during  1971:  three 
referred  to  factory  processes,  two  to  barking  dogs-  and  one  to  a "queer  hum  of 
uncertain  origin". 

None  of  the  complaints  were  clearly  substantiated  but  where  considered  neces- 
sary informal  approach  was  made  to  those  responsible  and  statutory  action  was  not 
necessary. 

At  the  invitation  of  the  Leader  of  the  Dover  County  Youth  Centre  at  Barton  Road, 
sound  level  recordings  were  made  of  a "Beat  Group"  and  of  a mobile  Discotheque  in 
preparation  of  a report  to  the  Divisional  Youth  Committee  who  were  proposing  to  seek 
specialist  medical  opinion  on  the  problems  and  indeed  dangers  to  club  members  of 
excessive  noise  levels  from  these  sources. 

OFFENSIVE  TRADES : 

The  premises  used  in  connection  with  the  trade  of  rag  and  bone  dealer  were 
satisfactorily  conducted. 

PET  ANIMALS  ACT: 

One  licence  only  was  in  operation  throughout  the  year:  the  premises  concerned 
were  well  conducted. 

A second  licence  was  issued  but  the  premises  remained  in  operation  for  a short 
period  only. 

DISINFESTATION: 

Insect  pest  infestations  can  be  as  is  well  known,  a considerable  source  of 
nuisance  and,  although  some  insects  are  not  incriminated  vectors  of  diseases,  they 
can  by  reason  of  their  habits  and  itineraries  be  regarded  as  possible  means  of 
infectious  disease  communication.  Wherever  possible  therefore,  and  certainly  where 
the  degree  of  infestations  indicates  the  need,  the  Department  staff  carry  out  and 
advise  or  assist  as  necessary  in  any  treatments. 

During  the  year  under  review,  treatments  were  completed  at  168  premises,  239 
visits  being  made.  Details  were  as  follows:- 


Premises : 

Visits: 

Fleas  

72 

100 

Wasps  

35 

42 

Cockroaches 

27 

50 

Ants  

15 

21 

Flies  

6 

8 

Other  

13 

18 

MOVEABLE  DWELLINGS: 

There  are  no  licensed  caravan  or  camping  sites  within  the  Borough. 

RAG  FLOCK  AND  OTHER  FILLING  MATERIALS  ACT,  1951: 

The  business  previously  registered  under  Section  2 of  the  Act  has  been  dis- 
continued. 


FACTORIES  ACT,  1961: 


Inspect  ions : 


Premises 

Number 

on 

Register 

Number  of 

Inspections 

Written 

Notices 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

(i)  Factories  in  which 
Sections  1,2, 3,4  and  6 
are  enforced  by  Local 
Authorities. 

6 

- 

- 

- 

(ii)  Factories  not  in- 
cluded in  (i)  in  which 
Section  7 is  enforced  by 
the  Local  Authority 

147 

2 

- 

- 

(iii)  Other  premises  in 
which  Section  7 is  en- 
forced by  the  Local 
Authority  (excluding 
out-workers'  premises). 

19 

- 

- 

- 

Total 

172 

2 

- 

- 

RODENT  CONTROL: 


(i)  Statistics:  211  properties  were  inspected  on  notification  of  rodent  infestation 
and  at  171  infestations  were  proved  and  treated:  286  properties  were  also  surveyed 
and  visited,  during  the  course  of  which  4 infestations  were  found. 


The  types  of  property  and  infestation  were  as  follows: 


Premises:  Visits: 


Rat  Infestations  Mice 
Major:  Minor:  Infestations 


Local  Authority  ... 
Dwelling  Houses  . . . 
Business  Premises 


44 

121 

364 

1051 

89 

235 

15 

97  23 

17  23 


Inspection  was  also  made  of  the  three  farm  premises  while  the  Public  Health 
Inspectors  themselves  made  277  visits  directly  concerned  with  rodent  control. 

No  serious  infestations  were  reported  during  the  year  while  in  the  port  area  the 
Harbour  Authorities  are  prompt  to  report  the  presence,  or  suspected  presence,  of  rats 
and  mice  and  no  build-up  of  infestation  is  permitted. 


There  was  no  evidence  of  black  rat  infestations. 

Inspections  under  the  Diseases  of  Animals  Act,  Waste  Foods  Order  etc.  gave  ample 
opportunity  for  a check  on  small  pig  and  poultry  keepers  in  allotment  garden  areas 
likely  to  attract  infestation. 


(ii)  Sewer  Rodent  Control: 


April/May  

November/December  ... 


Manholes  Treated: 


Bait  taken 
Complete:  Part: 


66 

124 


10  25 

11  37 


The  results  of  these  treatments  indicate  the  need  for  strict  adherence  to  a 
regular  programme. 


SECTION  D - HOUSING 


1.  INSPECTION  OF  DWELLING  HOUSES: 


(A)  (1)  Number  of  houses  inspected  for  defects 

(Housing  or  Public  Health  Acts)  

(2)  Number  of  inspections  in  relation  thereto  ... 

(3)  Number  unfit  for  human  habitation  and  not  capable 
at  reasonable  expense  of  being  rendered  fit  ... 

(4)  Number  of  otherwise  unfit  defective  dwelling  houses 

(B)  (l)  Unfit  houses  made  fit  after  informal  action  by- 

local  authority  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  . 

(2)  Other  houses  in  which  defects  were  remedied  after 
informal  action  by  local  authority  ...  ... 

(c)  (l)  Unfit  houses  made  fit  after  formal  action  by  local 

authority  under  Housing  Acts  - 


By  owner 

By  local  authority  in  default  

^including  one  "part  of  building"  and  the  Closing 
Order  in  respect  thereof  determined. 


(2)  Other  houses  in  which  defects  were  remedied  after 
formal  action  by  local  authority  under  - 

(a)  Housing  Acts: 


By  owner 

By  local  authority  in  default 
(b)  Public  Health  Acts: 


By  owner  

By  local  authority  under  Section  26 
of  Public  Health  Act  1961  ... 

(3)  Number  of  houses  in  respect  of  which  - 

(a)  Closing  Orders  under  the  proviso  to  Sec. 
17(1)  of  the  Housing  Act  1957  were  made 

(b)  Closing  Orders  as  to  "part  of  building" 

were  made  under  Section  18(1)  of  the 
Housing  Act  1957  


106 

939 

9 

64 

1 

27 


*5 

1 


3 

2 

7 

1 


6 


4 


2.  UNFIT  HOUSING: 

Statistics  relating  to  post-war  clearance  procedure  as  at  31st  December,  1971:- 

Houses  provisionally  scheduled  as  unfit  and  for  inclusion 

in  Clearance  Areas 359 

Added  by  extension  of  areas  on  more  detailed  survey  ...  22 

Excluded  on  more  detailed  survey  or  for  other  reasons 

(e.g.  execution  of  works) 69 

312 


Houses  demolished  to  31st  December,  1971  ... 

Included  in  operative  Orders  and  awaiting  demolition 
Properties  reclassified  by  Minister  or  in  Order  not 

confirmed  ...  

Remaining  for  consideration  


257 

10 

7 

38 


312 


(a)  Slum  Clearance: 


The  future  of  the  houses  in  Albany  Place  in  relation  to  slum  clearance  was 
still  not  determined  during  the  year  although  two  of  the  properties  were  made  the 
subject  of  Closing  Orders,  and  no  further  slum  clearance  areas  were  designated. 

In  fact  it  is  the  opinion  of  myself  and  the  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector  that  in 
the  light  of  existing  standards  of  unfitness  it  would  be  impossible  to  define  a 
clearance  area  of  a size  worthy  of  development  from  the  remaining  housing  stocks 
in  the  Borough.  Future  policy  in  respect  of  our  older  housing  stocks  must  now 
seemingly  be  centred  on  the  area  improvement  of  houses,  the  procedure  for  such 
having  been  revised  by  the  1969  Housing  Act. 

In  connection  with  the  application  of  the  improvement  grant  procedure,  I think 
it  is  to  be  regretted  that  the  Authority  does  not  make  full  use  of  its  discretion- 
ary powers:  the  improvement  grant  is  designed  to  include  grants  towards  "repairs  and 
replacements  incidental  to  improvements"  and  also  "repairs  needed  to  make  the 
improvement  fully  effective",  the  intention  of  the  latter  being,  I am  sure,  to  assist 
financially  in  the  rehabilitation  of  properties  possible  of  repair  and  improvement. 

I am  referring  particularly  to  houses  subject  to  Closing  Orders  by  reason  of  dampness 
and  disrepair  but  possible  of  being  restored  to  a useful  life,  and  with  the  added 
amenities  of  bath,  wash-hand  basin  and  hot  water  facilities,  providing  a compara- 
tively modern  unit  of  accommodation.  The  present  policy  of  grant  award  seems  to  be 
based  on  the  opinion  that  to  qualify  for  an  improvement  grant  which  will  include  a 
contibution  towards  the  cost  of  putting  the  building  into  proper  repair  the  building 
must  have  "been  properly  maintained"  and  I find  it  difficult  to  reconcile  this 
opinion  with  the  guidance  given  by  the  Central  Government  Department. 

It  will  to  my  mind  be  an  unfortunate  consequence  of  the  existing  policy  that 
properties,  vacated  as  a result  of  Closing  Orders  and  allowed  to  remain  so,  will 
further  deteriorate  into  squalid  shells  detrimental  to  the  houses  adjoining,  whereas 
with  the  full  implementation  of  the  provisions  of  the  1969  Act  these  houses  could 
with  financial  assistance  from  the  Authority  be  restored  to  their  proper  purpose. 

Houses  included  in  confirmed  Orders  demolished  during  the  year:- 

"PINK"  s-  42,43  and  44  George  Street 

15,16,17,18,19  and  20  Erith  Street 

"GREY'  s-  21  Erith  Street 
(b)  Individual  Unfit  Houses: 

No  demolition  orders  under  Section  17  of  the  Housing  Act,  1957,  operated  during 
the  year  but  ten  Closing  Orders  became  effective  under  Sections  17  or  18  of  the  Act 
viz. 

134  Heathfield  Avenue. 

6 Dodds  Lane, 

Whitehall  Dairy  Cottage. 

19  Percival  Terrace. 

27  Winchelsea  Street. 

290  London  Road. 

31  Beaconsfield  Avenue  (Basement) 

5 East  Street  (Basement) 

11  Castle  Hill  Road  (Underground  Room) 

12  Castle  Hill  Road  (Basement) 

Six  families  comprising  fourteen  persons  were  rehoused. 

One  instance  of  a contravention  of  a Closing  Order  in  respect  of  a basement 
was  reported,  and  proceedings  were  instituted  against  the  owner.  A plea  of  guilty 
was  entered  and  the  owner  was  fined  £15  and  ordered  to  pay  £5  for  each  day  the 
tenant  remained  in  occupation  after  the  day  of  the  hearing. 


3. 


REHOUSING: 


Investigation  of  rehousing  needs  continued  as  heretofore  but  it  is  sig- 
nificant that  by  far  the  majority  of  cases  are  referred  by  the  Borough  Valuer 
and  Estates  Manager  and  relate  to  applications  by  senior  citizens  principally 
for  sheltered  accommodation  on  medical  grounds.  The  knowledge  gained  by  my 
visits  to  the  homes  of  these  people,  and  I endeavour  to  visit  them  all  in 
person,  has  emphasised  to  me  the  acute  need  for  the  provision  of  more  such  acc 
omodation.  I have  met  those  in  their  70*s  and  80’s,  still  mentally  alert  and 
capable  of  fending  effectively  for  themselves  but  suffering  from  physical  dis- 
ability, arthritis,  failing  eyesight,  cardiac  and  pulmonary  deficiencies,  etc. 
these  people,  living  in  too  large  houses,  sometimes  on  three  or  four  floors, 
are  obvious  candidates  for  this  accommodation  where  under  the  watchful  eye  of 
warden,  they  can  happily  retain  their  sense  of  independence  and  their  own 
hearth  without  the  institutional  atmosphere,  and  at  the  same  time  release 
valuable  housing  units  to  the  younger  generation. 

4.  HOUSING  CONSTRUCTION,  IMPROVEMENT  AND  CONVERSION: 


(1)  Housing  Construction: 

(a)  Dwellings  completed  during  1971: 

By  local  authority: 

Houses/Bungalows 

1 - bedroom  6 

2 - bedroom  48 

3 - bedroom  5 


Fla  ts 

Bed/sitting  room  23 

1 - bedroom  32 

2 - bedroom  31 


By  Private  Enterprise: 

Houses/Bungalows 

2 - bedroom  2 

3 - bedroom  64 

7 - bedroom  1 


59 


86 

145 


67 

212 


(b)  Dwellings  under  construction  at  31st  December,  1971: 
By  local  authority: 

Houses 

3 - bedroom  9 

Flats 

1 - bedroom  22 

2 - bedroom  20  51 


By  Private  Enterprise: 

Houses 

2 - bedroom 

3 - bedroom 

4 - bedroom 

Flats 

1 - bedroom 

2 - bedroom 


21 

21 

14 


3 

Z_  66 


117 


(2)  Housing  Improvements  and  Conversions: 


By  local  authority: 


(a)  Number  of  housing  improvements  

(b)  Total  cost  of  works  

(c)  Total  cost  on  which  grants  were  made  ... 

By  Private  Enterprise: 

5 

£9,244 

£7,083 

(a)  Number  of  schemes  submitted  

(b)  Number  approved  

(c)  Total  cost  of  works  

(d)  Total  cost  on  which  grants  were  made  ... 

125 

125 

£47,524 

£23,999 

Summary  of  Housing  Improvements  effected:- 

By  local  authority: 

House  improvements  

By  Private  Enterprise: 

5 

Provision  of  bathrooms  

Conve r sio  ns  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

124 

1 

SECTION  E - INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION 
OF  FOOD 


1.  Milk: 

(a)  Milk  and  Dairies  (General)  Regulations  1959: 

The  registration  of  dairies  other  than  dairy  farms  and  of  distributors  of 
milk  at  or  from  premises  within  their  district  is  the  responsibility  of  the  local 
authority. 

At  31st  December,  1971,  registered  dairies  numbered  three;  two  of  these  were 
in  effect  milk  stores  only,  the  milk  being  supplied  in  the  sealed  containers  in 
which  it  was  to  be  delivered  on  retail  sale. 

Distributors,  namely  purveyors  of  milk  excluding  the  Milk  Marketing  Board 
and  purveyors  of  cream  in  hermetically  sealed  containers  as  delivered  to  the  premises, 
numbered  65  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

(b)  The  Milk  (Special  Designation)  Regulations:  1963-65 
(i)  Licensing : (as  at  31st  December,  1971) 


Dealer's  (Pasteuriser) 

- 1 

Dealer's  (Pre-packed  Milk):- 

Pasteurised 

- 72 

Sterilised 

- 27 

Ultra  Heat  Treated 

- 12 

(ii)  Sampling : 

Eleven  samples  of  pasteurised  milk  from  plant  and  thirteen  from  the  school 
supplies  and  rounds  were  submitted  for  the  phosphatase  test  and  reported  to  be  satis- 
factory; twenty-four  samples  were  also  submitted  for  the  methylene  blue  test  and  all 
found  satisfactory. 

(c)  Chemical  Sampling 

Two  samples  from  the  school  milk  supplies  were  analysed;  the  fat  and  solids- 
not-fat  contents  were  satisfactory. 

A further  sample  of  "Channel  Island"  milk,  was  submitted  following  a complaint 
regarding  its  general  quality  but  the  Public  Analyst  reported  satisfactory  odour, 
appearance  and  taste,  while  the  chemical  composition  complied  with  the  requirements 
of  the  Milk  and  Dairies  (Channel  Islands  and  South  Devon  Milk)  Regulations,  1956. 

2.  Analysis  of  Food  other  than  Milk: 

Thirty-nine  samples  of  other  food  products  were  submitted,  including  two  on 
complaint.  These  examinations  are  very  detailed  and  include  as  appropriate  deter- 
mination as  to  composition  within  statutory  limits,  the  presence  of  infestation, 
toxic  metals,  preservatives  and  colouring  matters  and  the  standards  of  canning  or 
packaging;  compliance  with  labelling  requirements  is  also  investigated. 

From  the  standards  aspect  the  Public  Analyst  had  occasion  to  report  adversely 
on  one  sample  only;  this  concerned  a sample  of  "cream  buns",  the  fatty  portion  of 
which  was  only  approximately  10%  butter  fat.  Since  the  word  "cream"  is  limited  only 
to  "that  part  of  milk  rich  in  fat  which  has  been  separated  by  skimming  or  otherwise", 
it  is  a statutory  offence  to  describe  any  reconstituted  or  imitation  article  as  such. 
Investigations  satisfied  that  there  was  no  intent  to  deceive  in  this  instance  and  the 
vendor  was  cautioned  as  to  the  need  for  adequately  publicising  on  his  shop  premises 
the  true  nature  of  the  cake  filling. 

J 

One  other  sample,  submitted  on  complaint,  concerned  a loaf  of  bread  containing 
a black  contaminant,  reported  by  the  Public  Analyst  to  be  edible  lubricating  grease: 
in  this  case  the  manufacturers  were  warned. 

The  remaining  samples  submitted  were  all  found  to  be  satisfactory. 


3.  Food  Condemnation:  Complaints:  Statutory  Proceedings: 


Four  prosecutions  under  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1955,  were  taken  during  the 

year  :- 


Section  2:  (l)  Sale  of  bottle  of  milk  containing  fragment  of  glass; 

fined  £50 

Section  8:  (2)  Sale  of  beef  steak  and  kidney  pie  unfit  for  human 

consumption;  fined  £25,  costs  £3 

(3)  Sale  of  steak  and  kidney  pie  unfit  for  human  consumption; 
fined  £25,  costs  £3 

(4)  Sale  of  meat  and  potato  pie  unfit  for  human  consumption; 
fined  £25,  costs  £3 

In  addition  to  these  four  incidents,  eighteen  other  complaints  were  investi- 
gated but  in  none  of  these  was  the  evidence  of  default  sufficient  to  warrant 
statutory  action. 

There  was  a slight  decrease  in  the  weight  of  foodstuffs  accepted  by  the  Public 
Health  Inspector  for  voluntary  surrender,  nineteen  and  a quarter  tons  compared  with 
nearly  twenty-three  tons  the  previous  year;  these  foodstuffs  are  disposed  of  under 
strict  supervision  at  the  Corporation's  refuse  disposal  site. 

4.  Food  Premises 

(a)  Number  and  type  of  premises  in  occupation: 


Bakers  13 
Butchers  21 
Cooked  Meats  2 
Restaurants,  Cafes  46 
Grocers,  Confectioners  91 
Fishmongers,  Fishfryers  18 
Fruiterers,  Greengrocers  25 
Hotels,  Public  Houses  88 
Wholesale  Grocers  1 
School  Canteens  8 


(b)  Registrations  under  Section  16,  Food  and  Drugs  Act  1955: 


Purpose  for  which 
Registered 

At  31.12.70 

Registered 

1971 

Cancelled 

1971 

At  31.12.71 

For  the  manufacture 
of  ice  cream 

2 

- 

- 

2 

For  the  sale,  etc.  of 
ice  cream 

117 

2 

3 

116 

For  the  preparation 
etc.  of  preserved  food 

46 

1 

2 

45 

(c)  Food  Hygiene  (General)  Regulations,  1970 

These  Regulations  revoked  those  of  1960  as  amended  and  came  into  operation  on 
1st  March,  1971;  they  introduced  the  following  principal  changes:- 

(l)  raw  food  requiring  milling  or  refining  to  make  it  fit  for  human  con- 
sumption to  be  brought  within  the  scope  of  the  Regulations; 


(2)  food  offered  for  sale  to  be  separated  from  any  food  unfit  for  human 
consumption; 

(3)  animal  feed  not  to  be  kept  in  a food  room  unless  in  a closed  container 
eliminating  any  risk  of  contamination; 

(4)  all  persons  handling  food  not  adequately  protected  by  wrappings  etc.  to 
wear  clean  and  washable  overclothing; 

(5)  parts  of  the  Regulations  are  applied  to  the  business  of  packing  or 
storing  eggs,  fruit  or  vegetables  on  farm  premises. 

These  and  the  supporting  Regulations  provide  good  statutory  backing  for  the 
efforts  of  the  Inspectorial  staff  to  ensure  that  our  food  supplies  are  produced, 
processed,  stored,  transported  and  offered  for  sale  under  the  most  suitable  and 
hygienic  conditions:  they  insist  upon  the  provision  of  necessary  fittings  and 
facilities,  upon  building  requirements,  upon  temperature  control  in  the  case  of 
certain  foods,  and  upon  the  highest  standard  of  personal  habits,  but  it  surely  must 
be  emphasised  that  in  the  last  resort  everything  must  be  dependant  on  the  food 
handler  and  it  is  the  education  of  him  or  her  in  all  matters  relating  to  good  food 
hygiene  that  is  the  prime  function  of  the  Public  Health  Inspector. 

156  individual  food  premises  came  under  detailed  inspection  during  the  year, 
a total  of  361  visits  being  made;  requirement  intimations  were  served  in  the  case 
of  eighteen  premises.  Ten  such  premises  were  brought  to  full  standard  as  a result 
of  written  intimations. 

5.  Food  Poisoning: 

There  were  no  confirmed  cases  of  food  poisoning  during  the  year. 

One  salmonella  infection  was  identified  in  a child  of  2\  years  of  age;  the 
infection  was  not  considered  to  be  food  borne. 


SECTION  F 


PREVALENCE  AND  CONTROL  OF 
INFECTIOUS  DISEASE 


1.  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  (EXCLUDING  TUBERCULOSIS): 


Age  Groups 

Measles 

Infective  Jaundice 

Scarlet  Fever 

Dysentery 

Whooping  Cough 

Under  1 year  

4 

— . 

1 

1 

1 year  

14 

- 

- 

- 

1 

2-4  years  

21 

- 

- 

- 

9 

5-9  years  

11 

5 

- 

- 

14 

10-14  years  

2 

1 

1 

- 

2 

15-24  years  

- 

2 

- 

- 

2 

25  years  and  over 

1 

1 

- 

- 

1 

Age  unknown  ...  ... 

*” 

”” 

— ' 

““ 

- 

TOTAL 

53 

9 

1 

1 

30 

Measles  notifications  were  451  less  than  in  the  previous  year. 

The  case  of  dysentery  (shigella  sonnei)  occurred  in  a six-months  old  child: 
investigation  of  the  family  contacts  disclosed  a symptomless  carrier. 

2.  DISINFECTION: 

Disinfection  of  private  houses  was  carried  out  as  necessary  and  at  the 
hospitals  and  police  establishments  as  requested  by  the  responsible  authorities. 

3.  IMMUNISATION  AND  VACCINATION:  Figures  supplied  by  courtesy  of  the  County  Medical 

Officer . 


(1)  Poliomyelitis  Immunisation: 


— 

Year  of  Birth 

Primary 

Immunisation 

Reinforcing 

Immunisation 

1971 

27 

— 

1970 

293 

- 

1969 

107 

- 

1968  - 

20 

- 

1967 

3 

46 

1966 

1 

253 

1964-1965 

1 

44 

1955-1963 

- 

13 

TOTAL 

452 

356 

(2)  Diphtheria  and  Whooping  Cough  Immunisation  and  Measles  Vaccination: 


Year  of 

Birth 

Primary 

Reinforcing 

Primary 

Measles 

Triple 

Diph. 

/Tet. 

Triple 

Diph. 

/Tet. 

1971 

28 

— 

- 

1970 

282 

3 

- 

3 

112 

1969 

96 

5 

- 

10 

61 

1968 

6 

2 

- 

5 

30 

1967 

- 

2 

10 

37 

15 

1966 

1 

- 

62 

218 

19 

1964-1965 

- 

- 

12 

29 

8 

1955-1963 

- 

2 

3 

16 

2 

TOTAL 

413 

14 

87 

318 

247 

-1 

(3)  Smallpox: 

Smallpox  vaccination  at  County  Clinics  were  discontinued  as  from  30th  July, 
1971;  this  step  was  in  accordance  with  the  acceptance  by  the  Department  of  Health 
and  Social  Security  of  the  conclusions  of  the  Joint  Committee  on  Vaccination  and 
Immunisation  that  vaccination  against  smallpox  need  not  now  be  recommended  as  a 
routine  procedure  in  early  childhood. 


(4)  TUBERCULOSIS: 

(a)  Annual  Statement  of  Tuberculosis: 


Pulmonary 

Non- Pulmonary 

Males 

Females 

Males 

Females 

(a)  Number  of  cases  of 

Tuberculosis  on  Register 
as  at  1st  January,  1971 

25 

14 

1 

2 

(b)  Number  of  cases  notified 
under  Regulations  of  1952 
for  first  time  during  year 

2 

2 

2 

1 

(c)  Other  additions,  transfers 
etc . 

1 

2 

— 

- 

(d)  Cases  removed  from  Register 
during  year,  including  recov- 
eries or  deaths  (excluding 
deaths  of  un-notified  cases) 

6 

7 

2 

1 

(e)  Cases  on  Register  at  end  of 
1971 

22 

11 

1 

2 

Ages  of  patients  notified  for  the  first  time  during  the  year: 


Pulmonary: 


Males:  72  years:  81  years. 

Females:  22  years:  55  years. 

Non- Pulmonary: 

Males:  37  years:  43  years. 

Females:  28  years. 

(b)  Analysis  of  Reasons  for  removal  of  case  names  from  Register: 


Reason  for  removal 
from  Register 

Pulmonary 

Non- Pulmonary 

Males 

Females 

Males 

Females 

Regarded  Recovered 

4 

5 

- 

1 

Died 

1 

- 

- 

- 

Not  considered 

tuberculosis 

1 

- 

2 

- 

Removed  from  area 

- 

2 

- 

- 

(c)  Mass  Radiography  Service: 

The  Mass  Miniature  Radiography  Unit  continued  the  bi-monthly  visits  to 
Dover  on  the  first  and  third  Wednesdays  of  each  month;  1,273  films  were  taken 
during  the  period  (493  males:  780  females) 

Conditions  diagnosed  were  as  follows:- 

Active  tuberculosis:-  NIL 
Inactive  tuberculosis:-  Males  2 

Females  9 

Cancer  of  lung:-  Males  2 

Females  - 
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